You will need to become well acquainted with at least two organizations. You may select these from the list above. We have good case study material for these. With my approval, you may select other organizations or movements. Students will use their knowledge of these organizations to evaluate theories of community development.
Requirements
Careful and timely reading is the most essential requirement. You must come to class prepared to discuss and answer questions about the reading. Those leading the class discussion will give others specific instructions about how to prepare for class.
Other assignments include (1) two co-authored, short discussion papers (2) leadership in guiding -with two other students -two class discussions, and (3) a final paper. During the first week of class, you will select the two topics on which you will guide discussion together with two other students. A short (i.e., no more than 1,200 words, typed, double-spaced), co-authored paper is to be distributed, via the electronic conference, by 5:00 pm on the Monday before the class in which your group will guide the discussion. You will need to meet with your discussion group partners and me (normally on the Friday) before you submit your discussion paper and guide class discussion.
Discussion papers provide a framework and questions for discussion. They are not to summarize the reading. In the week's reading on NGOs' relations with governments, for example, one author argues that NGO effectiveness requires autonomy from government. Another argues that effective NGOs require strategic alliances with government agencies. The paper written to guide discussion for that week could identify the major lines of disagreements and ask seminar participants to take a position on one side or another. For the week's reading on NGOs in practice, in another example, the discussion paper could provide a framework for considering the lessons learned from the case studies and ask other students to provide assessments of the cases they have studied so that general findings might be made.
Uphoff, Esman, Krishna, "Learning Process and Assisted Self-Reliance," "Initiation and Leadership," and "Local Organizations and Participation" (Uphoff, Esman, Krishna 1998: 19-87 Please use this five-staged approach to plan and write your final paper.
Articulate a question.
The most crucial and most difficult task in designing a good paper is posing a productive question. Take some time to figure out what is most puzzling or most unsatisfying about what you have read and learned in the study of community development. It is not useful to pose a question the answer to which is presentation of information alone. A fruitful question is often posed as a puzzle; and a successful paper presents a new way of looking at or resolving that puzzle.
2. Explain briefly why that question is important to study of community development.
In the face of the literature, or in the face of common sense, briefly explain why the question or puzzle demands an answer. Explain briefly what your approach can deliver. (e.g., "Comparing micro-credit programs provided by organizations that offer union membership with micro-credit programs provided by organizations that do not allows one to assess whether enforced reciprocity is sufficient or whether bonded solidarity is necessary ingredient for micro-credit to transform women's lives.") 4. Apply that strategy.
Most of your paper should be devoted to analysis. Having done the difficult work of framing the paper with a question and devising a strategy for addressing that question, the analytical steps should be clear.
Draw conclusions.
In your conclusion, state forcefully what you established. Avoid the temptations to make policy recommendations, to speculate on the future, or to introduce some last minute variable that explains everything.
Writing Suggestions for Your Final Paper
Focus. A narrower argument is usually more defensible and more interesting. Be succinct. It's not merely a virtue; it's a requirement. (The text of your final papernot including footnotes and bibliography -must be fewer than 4,000 words.) Write long rough drafts. As you prepare your final draft, eliminate nonessential material. Papers may be shorter than the word limit. Many excellent papers are. At the end of the paper, give a word count (e.g.,3,802 words).
In your introduction, state your question and your approach and state your argument. Use topic sentences. The contribution of each paragraph should be clear from its first sentence. Avoid lists, worn-out metaphors, and contractions. Give phrases and the acronym for these phrases in parentheses (e.g., nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)) before using an acronym alone. Capitalize acronyms. But do not capitalize common nouns.
Avoid first person claims. A sentence such as "I believe that a theory of group violence requires attention to gender" leads the reader to divide attention between the authority of the writer and the truth of the claim being advanced. ("Hmm...? That's an interesting claim. But I wonder how she came to believes that.") Stating a claim directly usually gives it more credibility. (e.g., "A theory of group violence requires attention to gender.") Distinguish between countries, states, political regimes, governments, and nations and be clear about the concept to which you refer. Do not use country names as substitutes for states, political regimes, governments, or nations. The claim that "India has used preferential policies to combat caste discrimination" may refer to the administrative apparatus (i.e., the state), to the particular system of recruitment into that apparatus (i.e., the political regime), or to a government (i.e., the people who manage the state). Do not conflate nations and states. A nation is conceived as a community that believes it is united by a collective identity, perhaps by citizenship, culture, ethnicity, history, language, religion, territory, or some mixture of these. A "nation-state," wherein the borders of national identity and state authority coincide perfectly, is a compelling notion and often used to legitimate government, but is very rare, arguably non-existent. Keep in mind that states, countries, and regimes, being inanimate, are not actors. Thus, the notion of a nonstate actor is an unnecessary redundancy. All actors, including governments, are non-state.
Use one of the citation formats described below. Double-space; do not use one and one half-space formatting. Paginate. Check your grammar; edit thoroughly; proof read carefully.
Citation and Bibliography Formats
Ideas, and the words that are used to express them, are authored. However independent they might appear on the printed page, ideas and words exist because of someone's effort. To represent another's ideas or words as yours, even if paraphrased rather than quoted, is a form of theft, known as plagiarism. Carefully citing all sources of ideas and words in your writing protects you from the charge of plagiarism. If you are found to have plagiarized, you will fail this course and might face more serious sanctions from the College. Carefully citing all sources of ideas and words in your writing also impresses your reader with the research and authority that you bring to your subject.
Use one of the following citation formats in your papers. At the conclusion of a sentence that reflects or reports someone else's opinion or information, use either an in-text citation or a footnote.
